
Hi Dear Jemma,  
 
First of all, thank you for your letter and message about peace. My name is Turan. I major in 
economics. I’ve read your letter and the others as well, and I’m happy to get acquainted with 
intellectual young people like you, even from afar.  
 
Now, let’s address the main topic. First of all, there have been too many unnecessary casualties 
during this conflict. My cousin, Samir Aghayev, died as a result of the conflict on March 23, 
2010. This was a major loss for me and my family. At first, I was, of course, overwhelmed with 
aggression against you, but then I realized that the death of an Armenian or an Azerbaijani man 
is in vain. If those young people lived, they would have their ideas, and would have brought 
contribution to science and society. Unfortunately, what is done can’t be undone, but let it not 
repeat because I’m sure neither you nor we want war or human loss.  
 
The second issue is that this conflict has been too expensive for both countries. If the resources 
allocated for the army were spent on education, medicine, and for the increase of welfare, our 
citizens would have a higher standard of living.  
 
I want peace as you do, and I want this game between our countries to end. This game has 
caused much loss and expense, but enough is enough.  
 
It’s time for us to stop this game and eliminate the plans of senior officials whose aim is to fill 
their pockets this way.  
 
Your nationality doesn’t matter to me. I know you not as a 19-year-old young Armenian lady 
named Jemma, but as a peace-loving, sincere human named Jemma. I hope to meet one day, and 
to discuss these questions in person.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Turan -- a young man who wants peace  
 


