
 
Dear Friend-Jan, 
 
I am Milena, 16 years old and originally from the beautiful town of Dilijan. For over a year now, 
I reside in a frontier village which shares a border with Azerbaijan. From different vantage points 
in my village, I can clearly see Azerbaijani villages and even people and animals. They are very 
similar to mine. Sometimes I feel that we live on different sides of the same reality. We’re so 
close, but divided by borders. But do you know that here there is something that connects us?  
 
Here is a cross-border river called "Khndzorut" which flows both through Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. When I go to the riverside I stand in front of the bank, look deeply into the water, and 
try to imagine the reflection of the landscapes and faces of the people of Azerbaijan who also 
looked into it. I imagined having a friend on the opposite side of the border who regularly goes 
to his side of the river to send me greetings, messages, and stories through the water. So 
whenever I go there, I pick up wild flowers, gently put them on the water, and send them to my 
river-friend. Since arriving at this village, the riverside became one of my favorite places because 
I used to think it was the only way to keep in touch with your country. Now I have another great 
chance to do it. I would like to tell you a little about my country and myself. 
 
Armenia is a place of resilient people. The Velvet Revolution proved that Armenian people are 
united, powerful, and they dare to be hopeful and look at the future with courage and 
determination. One of the unique features of Armenian culture is its language, particularly 
untranslatable Armenian expressions. If you have noticed I used an Armenian word "jan" in the 
beginning of the letter. It is an untranslatable word which is used to show our warmth towards a 
person. Another favorite expression of mine is "mernem janid" which translates to "I will die on 
your body." I know this sounds kind of terrible in English, but actually it is a friendly saying in 
Armenian which can mean "I am ready to give my life for you." 
 
Now about myself. I might be the world’s greatest daydreamer as well as a big cat lover and 
crazy fan of Korean culture. People sometimes call me "Smiley" because I smile a lot and 
believe that peace starts from a smile. When I grow up, I want to become a doctor and work in an 
international organization like Doctors Without Borders which travels to war zones and helps 
those affected by conflict. 
 
One of my biggest dreams is to study in one of the 17 UWC colleges, to live its mission, and 
make this world a better and more peaceful place. There is one holiday that I love more than my 
birthday: September 21, International Peace Day. Every year on this day, UWC Dilijan’s 
international students organise marches and other peacebuilding activities in the city where 
Armenians and citizens of Turkey, Israeli, and Palestine participate together to celebrate peace 
and cultural diversity.  
 
As you already understood, peace is very important for me and I want to make my modest 
contribution to it. For me, peace is the ability to handle conflict with empathy, nonviolence, and 
creativity. For me, peace is a human right, an environment that will allow mindfulness, growth, 
and personal development. It may seem too optimistic and maybe I have put rose-shaded glasses 



on, but I believe our letters will make a difference. If one student writes one letter, 100 students 
will write 100 letters, 1000 students-1000 letters, and one day our leaders and nations will get 
our message and resolve the conflict in a peaceful way. 
 
I am heartbroken every time I learn about a soldier killed on the border. I am more disappointed 
to know that it is becoming normal. I feel down when I hear those who kill or spread violence are 
encouraged and even considered "national heroes." I feel sad when I watch videos and see how 
innocent children are told by teachers to consider us enemies and hate each other. Once we lived 
under the same sky united in the Soviet Union. What changed now? 
 
I know there are many political reasons and interests behind this conflict, but I believe no 
political interest should be preferred over human lives. Hundreds of soldiers from both sides 
died, hundreds of families have been destroyed, hundreds of lovers lost their beloveds. It is 
already enough. There will never be winners in this conflict. We all lose when innocent people 
die. The saying goes, "United we stand, divided we fall." We should realise the truth of this 
statement and stand together to fight more serious problems like climate change and global 
poverty. After all, we are amazing human creations who deserve to live happily.  
 
As one of my Azeri friends said, "Many countries have problems with each other, but every 
problem has a solution." Our ancestors have failed to find a solution. But today’s motivated 
youth will not leave any stone unturned in their quest for justice, world peace, and friendship. 
The youth can change the whole outlook of their country. Today’s youth represent a new 
beginning, a new generation of open-minded people who believe nothing is impossible.  
 
And so are you, my dear pen pal. Thank you for being open-minded and accepting. Reading our 
peace letters means that you are already one step ahead. Can't wait to read your response. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Milena 


