
Dear Diana, 
 
I’m writing from Baku, the same Baku that you know as an oil capital and a kingdom of wealth. 
If you have an acquaintance in your community who’s ever been to Baku, I’d like you to tell 
them that Baku has changed a lot and is more beautiful now. I hope I was able to present you the 
current state of Baku to some extent. I’m 20 years old, just like you. I’m going to become a 
lawyer. Just like you, I follow values and prioritize aspects of my identity: being a human being 
is the most important among them.  
 
I do my best to contribute to the creation of an environment where a human being will live a 
quiet, peaceful life and where human rights will be protected. In your letter, you describe the 
friendship and brotherhood between our nations in the past․ In fact, it’s pleasing to the ear. 
That’s true. I’ve heard from my parents and teachers that there was a time when there was only 
“we”  and it was before 1988. Now, there is “we and you.” What ruined the “we” and created the 
“we and you” was the war. War is a terrible phenomenon and it has left traces in our memories 
that can’t be erased. It has cheapened the value of human life. It has made death commonplace.  
 
Despite all this, it’s very encouraging that the people, especially the youth, have hope for a 
peaceful settlement of the conflict. That peace should, of course, be fair. Our nations are destined 
to live together in peaceful neighbourly relations in the near future and this is inevitable. I 
believe that achieving peace in the region can lead to a breakthrough for development and 
progress for both countries.  
 
The war continues to rob us of success and brings pain through mournful stories of death. In 
response to the appeal for peace in your letter, I join you in being led by the principle of working 
towards the restoration of peace and justice.  
  
Best wishes, 
 
Ismayil -- a law student always in pursuit of justice 


